330                                LECTURE  X.
the ordinary education and the study of the Veda was restricted to the three upper classes, we read again and again of members of the fourth class, mere /SCuiras, sharing the knowledge of tho Vedanta, and joining the rank of the mendicants or Bhikshus.
Difference between India and Greeo*.
What constitutes, however, the most Important difference between the ancient Veclfmta-philosophy in India, and similar philosophies in Greece, is the theological character retained by the former, while the latter tended more and more to become ethical ant} political rather than theological. With regard to metaphysical speculations the Eleatic philosophers, Xenophanes, Parmenides, Zeno, and Melissus, come nearest to the Vedunta-philosophers. Xenophanes may still be called almost entirely theological, lie speaks of Zeus as the Supreme Being, as all in all. In fact, he represents the same stage of thought which is represented as the lower knowledge in the Vedanta, a belief in Brahman, as masculine, which, to judge from the Upanishads themselves, was m India also earlier than a belief in Brahman as neuter. This belief left the individual soul face to face with the universal, but objective deity, it had not yet reached to the knowledge of the oneness of the Atman and tho Brahman. Xenophanes retains his belief in Zeus, though his Zeus is very different from tho Zeus of Homer* He is first of all the only God, neither in form nor in thought like unto mortals. Thus Xenophanes argues :
* If God is the strongest of all things, he must be one, for if there were two or more, he would not be the strongest and best of all things/